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THURSDAY, MAY 14, 2009
10:00 CONVENTION CALLED TO ORDER

The 50th Annual Convention was called to order by Washington State Federation of Chapters (WSFC) President Dale Brighton.  The invocation was given by Lucille Eastwood of Wenatchee Chapter.  Presentation of colors was by American Legion Post #10 of Wenatchee. Mayor Dennis Johnson welcomed us to Wenatchee after a near 40 year absence since 1970. General Manager Freyda Stephens of the Coast Hotel also welcomed us to the area and offered her assistance with any needs. 
Federation Vice President Sandy Cagle gave a few housekeeping announcements. President Dale led us into a moment of silence to remember our men and women in active military duty around the world.

National President Margaret Baptiste was our keynote speaker addressing the subjects of membership and single nationwide NARFE dues. She also spoke on several of the highlights of the recent Legislative Conference in Washington DC.
10:50 BUSINESS SESSION
Joyce Kaaland read the convention agenda and rules. They were adopted by unanimous vote.
Federation Secretary Vic Rohret gave the Roll Call of Chapters:

0032 President Arthur Hathaway
0043 Proxy Paul Robisch
0131 President Bonnie Seesholtz
0163 Proxy Marion Wilson
0181 President William Powers
0193 Not represented

0196 President Quentin Gates

0236 President Allan Driemeier

0237 President Theresa Sannar
0238 President Julia Fryar

0239 President Steve Anderson
0856 President Francis Jensen
0881 Not represented


0888 President Arthur Haywood
1006 Proxy Kay Kozminski

1070 Co-President Tina Hodges
1192 President Nancy Crosby

1247 Not represented
1404 President Richard Wilson
1701 Proxy Rich Wilson
1801 Not represented


1966 Not represented
17 chapters were represented by Presidents, designates or proxies. 3 Chapters were represented by members, but not officers. 2 chapters were absent. All Executive Committee officers were present. Past officers were also introduced.
The first report of Credentials & Registration was postponed until later in the program.
Robert Wiley gave the Alzheimer’s Report and introduced Gen Boguslawski the Region IX Alzheimer’s Coordinator. She gave quite a few Alzheimer’s statistics and warnings as well as several “rays of hope” from recent research. 

11:40BREAK for lunch

13:30 BUSINESS SESSION continued

Frances Titus reported for the Audit Committee. The committee audited Treasurer Rex Tauscher’s records for the past year: everything was in order and there were no significant findings.

Don Binder introduced the Resolution Committee. The committee strongly recommended approval of the one resolution, adding “annuity/lump sum payment” to the wording of the original resolution. Carl made the motion and George Sevier seconded. Motion passed with one vote against. (The final resolution is on the last page of this report.)
Clark Crouch was introduced as Parliamentarian.  Bob Elmore reported for the By Laws Committee – there were no By Laws changes submitted.
Treasurer Rex Tauscher handed out his report:


Balance as of 7/1/08
$38829.79


Received
$17105.84


Per Capita income
$12061.97


Interest Income
$1313.27


Total Income
$30481.03


Disbursements as of 4/30/09
$21011.24


Dedicated Funds to Chapters
$3019.81


Per Capita Tax Adjustments
$3999.80


Totals
$41279.97


Dedicated Assets
$4109.12


Total Expenditures
$37170.85

Rex also reported on the Federation’s Net worth for the past few years:


4/30/09
$41279.97


6/30/08
$45461.50


6/30/07
$40109.71


6/30/06
$37784.73

Rich moved and George Sevier seconded that the Treasurer’s report be accepted; approved unanimously.

Bonnie Seesholtz reported for the Ballots and Tellers Committee. She introduced the committee members and gave instructions on the balloting procedures.

14:07 Clark Crouch entertained nominations from the floor for the 2009 Nominating Committee:
1. Dale Brighton – Chapter 239

2. Nancy Crosby – Chapter 1192

3. Michael Ferri – Chapter 193

4. Ida Sevier – Chapter 236

5. Bob Elmore – Chapter 32

6. Tina Hedges – Chapter 1070

7. Zora Davis – Chapter 181

14:14 Art Hathaway gave the Nominating Committee report for Federation Officer Positions:

President

Sandra Cagle, Olympia Chapter 236

Vice President

Richard Wilson, Eastlake Chapter 1404


Secretary
Paul Shell, Tacoma Chapter 163


Secretary
Evelyn Wellington, Sno-King Chapter 1966


Treasurer
Rex Tauscher, Bremerton Chapter 181


Treasurer
Jack Coburn, Tacoma Chapter 163

There were no nominations from the floor.
 Candidates were allowed two minutes to campaign. Dale directed Secretary Vic to prepare a ballot for both Federation Officers and Nominating Committee.

Lanny Ross moved to cast a unanimous ballot to accept those candidates running unopposed. Al Driemeier seconded; accepted unanimously.

15:52 Jim Connor introduced Rev. Bob Shepard who led us into our Memorial Service with an invocation. Our memorial consisted of a map of the state with a flag marking the location of each chapter. As the roll call of our deceased members was given, chapter presidents replaced the flags on the map with carnations. This was a fitting tribute and souvenir for each chapter. After the ceremony, Jim introduced the Wenatchee Apollo Club, a men’s singing group. Their singing was very moving – honoring our deceased, our American heritage and our armed forces.

16:35 The day’s session was adjourned.

FRIDAY, MAY 15, 2009

07:30 PRESIDENTS’ BREAKFAST - Questions and Answers with Margaret.
Q. Is there more legislative action emphasis on current active federal employees’ (AFEs) issues now than on retirees’ issues?

A. Legislative actions are chosen by the bills and current climate in the Congress and Senate on a day-to-day basis.

Q. On the new dues structure, rather than using a dollar amount for funds coming back to federations and chapters, can that be a percentage amount to allow for easier future dues changes?

A. The National Committee looked at this but decided that it is easier to just say for now: $10 goes back to the federation and $9 goes back to chapters. (A dues structure handout is also available from National.)
Q. Will information regarding the current and proposed dues structures be published?
A. Yes. There are several handouts already and the July NARFE Magazine will have more information.
Q. With the current financial situation and with public opinion toward federal retirees declining, should we still be asking Congress for more benefits?

A. Our top priorities are: retaining our benefits, retaining our health care and asking for Premium Conversion for federal retirees.

Q. How does NARFE track the bills that are important to us and track amendments that may hurt us?

A. We watch the bills on a day-to-day basis. We also go to the hill weekly to visit representatives, attend functions and receptions to meet legislators informally and often meet legislators on the street to maintain our networking with them.

Q. Has President Obama’s anti-lobbying policy affected us?
A. No, not in the manner we lobby. In fact, Mrs. Obama has actively pushed for pro-government workers’ issues.

Q. How is GPO/WEP reform coming along?

A. It is better than in the past. In fact, Senator Graham is at the forefront of a GPO/WEP overhaul.

Q. Could AFEs lose Premium Conversion?

A. Congress is reviewing all health care issues. There are no rumors on losing Premium Conversion yet.

Q. Are there new employees answering the phones at NARFE headquarters?

A. There are some new relief employees on the switchboard… getting lots of on-the-job training.

Q. Why is the Legislative Conference held in March when the weather is poor and flights are erratic?

A. January and February are too early with Congress just back in session. April usually has the Passover/Easter/Spring recess. May and June are already into Federation Convention times. In spite of the weather, March has always been the preferred month to meet with legislators for NARFE (as well as for most other large lobbying groups.)

08:30 BUSINESS SESSION

Secretary Vic gave the first credentials report: 18 Chapters, 68 Delegates, 34 At-large (18 Presidents, 10 Exec Committee, 2 Past Pres’ & VPs, 4 Past Secs & Treas’), 3 Alternates, 1 National Officer, 8 Registered non-delegates, 0 Visitors/Guests for a total of 132.
Region IX Vice President Lanny Ross delivered the following report:

NARFE Total Membership as of March 31, 2009:  
315,558 

Grand total of NARFE Chapters:  
1,449          

2005 Net loss in membership:  
17,988

2006 Net loss in membership:  
6,707

2007 Net loss in membership:  
9,414

2008 Net loss in membership: 
17,388

2009 Net loss at the end of April:  
3,286  

On April 30, 2009 NARFE had 20,252 AFE members

The April 30, 2009 M-110 reported that Region IX had 1507 AFE members.  WA has 915 AFE members.

Building the 2010 COLA stands at –3.5% at the end of April, 2009 (Five months to go in the rating period) 

2009 NARFE Scholarship Awards Program: 

· The Region IX Committee will be chaired by James T. Finlayson from Oregon.

· The new Scholarship Brochure is F-105 (09-08)

· The 2009 Scholarship Application printed in the NARFE magazine closes on April 30, 2009

· The 2008 Region IX Scholarship Winners:  (3) in Oregon, (2) in Washington And (1) in Idaho

111th Congress: GPO/WEP Legislation H.R. 235 & S. 484.  Premium Conversion H.R. 1203 & S. 491 

The Region IX Pre-Retirement Seminar Program Coordinator is Michael Ferri (360) 653-2342) E-mail:  michael_ferri@msn.com .  The PRS brochure is number PRS-1 

Additional Information:                     
· Silver Circle donations total $75,666 

· The blog website for Service Officers is www.narfe.org/sobb
· NARFE National Office is now issuing officer lapel pins 

· Updated GPO &WEP brochure is now available (L-1 dated 11/08)                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

· Region IX Alzheimer’s Coordinator is Genevieve “Gen” Boguslawski

· New vendor for NARFE badges, apparel, plaques, etc. is “NARFE General Store’.  A link to Valley Paintworks (VP) site narfe.org/narfestore is now on NARFE home page    

· Newly revised P/R handbook (FH-9 dated 05/08)

· Newly revised Service Officers Guide (FH-10 dated 07/08)  

· As of December 31, 2008 NARFE’s total donations to Alzheimer’s is $8,062,271.30

· “Gems” is now available to Federation Presidents

· Honorary Membership is now “Distinguished member”.  The application/brochure is F-128 (10/08)

· New NARFE By-laws FH-4 (11/08)

· Distribution and Frequency of M-111 Chapter Officer Roster Report will be posted monthly on the NARFE website

· The 3rd edition of the Q & A book is now available.  The cost is $9.00 which includes S&H.                                                   

· IRS announced the 2009 standard mileage rate as $.55 per mile                    

· The next Federation Presidents’ meeting will be July 21 -22, 2009 in Grand Rapids, Michigan                            

· NARFE Calendar Program netted $412,325.80 with more calendar funds still coming in.                                    

· New Graphics for the “ZAP” unit                                                                         

· The NARFE–PAC report for January, 2007 – December, 2008 reported that the average contribution by Region IX contributors was $26.01

· Chapter Membership Chairpersons (62 vs. 82 Chapters)      

· NARFE’s Disaster Fund Brochure (F-130)

· NARFE Book markers are new quick reference items.
· NARFE’s Legislative Program for the 111th Congress (L-2) is available.
· There will be a Legislative Conf. Call:  Region IX June 1 at 2:00 P.M.(EDT)

· NARFE-PAC 1st Qtr. Contributions:  80 WA. Contributors $2,425.00

· NARFE Rapid Response Team – sign up now!

· Newly revised Premium Convention brochure:  F-106   (04/09)
· New Recruiting posters are available.

· Opportunities with Kaiser Permanente Health Care

· 2009-2010 Congressional Directory is available

· 2009 Service Officers Award Winner in Region IX was Bob Jurgens
Lanny presented President Dale Brighton with an award form the National Office for her service as President during the past two years. Dale thanked Lanny for his support from NARFE and thanked her husband Tom for his support at home and at NARFE functions.
Michael Ferri presented the proposed budget for the 2009-2010 fiscal year. There was an overall reduction of about 19% with most line items being reduced. It was moved and seconded to accept the budget as proposed by Mike; passed unanimously.

Secretary Vic gave the final credentials report: 20 Chapters, 68 Delegates, 33 At-large (17 Presidents, 10 Exec Committee, 2 Past Pres’ & VPs, 4 Past Secs & Treas’), 3 Alternates, 1 National Officer, 10 Registered non-delegates, 4 Visitors/Guests for a total of 139.
10:00 Rich Wilson presented a report on the 2010 Everett Holiday Inn and spoke about the available activities in the Everett area. Rich urged everyone to make plans now to attend.
Bonnie Seesholtz gave the results of the balloting:
Sandy Cagle was elected President by acclamation yesterday.
Richard Wilson was elected Vice President by acclamation yesterday.

Paul Shell was voted in as Secretary. (188 votes, Evelyn 35)
Rex Tauscher was re-elected as Treasurer. (217 votes, Jack 5)
Bonnie also gave the results of the 2010 Nominating Committee:


Dale Brighton – Chapter 239 (Chair) (56 votes)

Nancy Crosby – Chapter 1192 (43)

Bob Elmore – Chapter 32 (40)

Michael Ferri – Chapter 193 (36)

Ida Sevier – Chapter 236 (21)
And alternates were:  Tina Hedges, Chapter 1070 (6) and Zora Davis, Chapter 181 (15).

10:12 Lanny moved to destroy the ballots. Seconded and passed unanimously.
10:30 Class breakout sessions started after a short break.

12:00 LEGISLATIVE LUNCHEON and SPEAKER

Steve Anderson introduced our speaker Brian Moran, Chief Deputy of the Washington State Attorney General. Brian said that his office supervises the 540 lawyers and other miscellaneous staff that serves the Washington Attorney General. Unlike many other states, Washington State supervises the activities of over 230 state boards and commissions (agriculture, roads, education, merchants, etc.)

Brian mentioned that senior citizens are prime targets of scam artists due to often having more money, being more trusting of strangers and often living alone at home. Seniors are more susceptible to sweepstakes scams, living trust scams, mortgage rescue scams, caregiver abuse and identity theft! Seniors do have hope with the “Freeze Your Credit” options, the “Shred It, Guard It” program, payroll delivery and direct deposit. Brian said that more information can be found at the Attorney General’s website at: www.atg.wa.gov.
13:45 BUSINESS SESSION continued
National President Margaret Baptiste took the podium for a brief question and answer period. Much of the Q&A dealt with the single dues issue.

14:08 Dave Seesholtz presented the Newsletter Awards.  At the October WSFC Executive Board the following minimum standard for a chapter newsletter was adopted: 

* must be mailed to members at least quarterly 

* contain basic information on the time, location and program(s) for the next meeting(s)

* contain contact information for chapter officers

The board also adopted a proposal to provide a $50 grant to chapters that bring their newsletter up to the newly adopted standard. President Dale has agreed that if a chapter chooses to ride on another chapter’s newsletter, that the grant will be split between both chapters.

Poulsbo Chapter 881 started publishing a quarterly newsletter in December. I have received a copy of their newsletter for January – March and for April – June. It’s a good start and hopefully will meet the needs of their members. $50 Grant
Kelso/Longview 1070 has contracted with Vancouver Chapter to be included once each quarter in their newsletter. They paid for the additional cost up-front for the entire 2009-year. The results have been well received by the members of both chapters.  $25 Grant to Kelso/Longview and $25 Grant to Vancouver

Evergreen Chapter 1801 was considering expanding this year from semi-annual to quarterly. The last information I have is that they have taken action to increase chapter dues. Hopefully, we will be rewarding them at the next convention. 
Evaluation of Chapter Newsletters: We have seen a big improvement in all of the chapter newsletters over the past couple of years. Although we do not plan to give out certificates to each chapter this tear, we did review every newsletter that we received and have a few comments to share with the group.

The NARFE website has a page, “Tips and Templates for Chapter and Federation Newsletters.” Every editor and persons contributing to the newsletter should read this and implement the suggestions. Writers should keep their comments non-partisan, while keeping members informed of the issues related to NARFE. The editor must have the authority to edit out any comments that do not conform to this concept. There is a marked improvement in meeting the postal regulations for 3rd class mail. Some newsletters still place the tab in such a way it destroys portions of the newsletter.
The best newsletters are easy to read, have timely content and a friendly style. The readers should feel like it is written to them. A good chapter newsletter will have more information from the local writers and rely less on canned articles from national. A good newsletter is attractive and draws you in to want to read it.

We have some comments specific to individual chapters and will send them to the chapter president after the convention. Over the years we have had several different people judge our chapter newsletters and we have often discussed which chapter’s newsletter is the best in the state. We have never been able to have all four judges to agree on a best in the state newsletter. It must be true that “Beauty is in the eye of the beholder”. It is recommended that chapter officers take time at least once a year to evaluate their newsletter. Discuss the objectives of the newsletter and make a determination if it is meeting those objectives. Thank you all for the good work we see being done on newsletters throughout the state.
Paul Shell reported that NARFE PAC information will be mailed out in the regular communication cycle.
Bob Wiley reported on Alzheimer’s. There is an Alzheimer’s banner available for use alongside the chapter banner for NARFE or public events. He hopes to bring both into more public visibility this year.
Total Alzheimer’s funds donated within the Federation this year: $7882.42. Awards went to: Bremerton Chapter 181 for raising $1425 (with Tri-Cities Chapter as runner up) and to Wenatchee Chapter 239 for average donation of $2.91 per member.
John Cornette gave out the membership awards.

Award for most percentage gains: large chapter Spokane Chapter 32 and small Longview/Kelso 1070.
Award for reinstatements: large chapters Bremerton Chapter 181 and small Longview/Kelso 1070.
Recruiter Certificates for most members recruited were presented to:

Dist I - Ilene Smith & Elizabeth Parazoo 

Dist II - Yvonne Mosich & Michael Ferri

Dist III - Marion Wilson, Will Mitchell, Autie Bergman

Dist IV - Lanny Ross
Dist V - Johanna Caylor

Recruiter of the Year Award went to Johanna Caylor from Chapter 1192.

Chapter Certificates for greatest retention ratio went to Spokane for large Chapters and to Kelso/Longview for small chapters.

John announced that the Executive Board voted to suspend the rebate for reinstatements.
Sue Spearman announced that $194 was taken in from the Raffle/Auction. Sue then announced the winners of the raffle items:

Art Print
Bob Mason 238


Bed in Bag
Kent Clarida 239


2 Black Bags
Powers 181


Steamer Trunk
Felix 131


Variety of Materials
Tina Hedges 1070


Blue & White Bowls
Tina Kaul 32


3 Books – Clocks
Niesen 888


Variety of Books & Cookbooks
Wiley 239


Variety of Butterflies Materials
Powers 181


Picasso Tray
Jim Hedges 1070


Children’s Books
Sevier 236


Xmas Greetings & Variety napkins
Doris Smith 888


Hallmark Stationery
Elaine Ferri 193


Angel Candlesticks & Jade Box
Mueller 888


Picture Frames
P Robisch 43


Columbia Crest Wine
E Haywood 888


Nasco Set
John Smith 888


Powers Wine
Tom Brighton 239


Wine Identifiers
Doris Smith


4 Game Set
Sevier 236


Address Book
Felix 131


Electronic Pinball Game
Felix 131

Game of Life – Pirates
Tom Self 131


3 Travel Clocks
Terri Sannar 237


Velvet Bag & Leather
Doris Smith 888


3 Candles
Lanny Ross 181


Foot Fizzies Travel Kits
Doris Smith 888


Rolling Bag
Mike Kaaland 888


Dipping Set
Sevier 236


Bath Spa
Powers 181


Bath Caviar
John Smith 888


NARFE Bolo
Bonnie Seesholtz 1331


US Eagle Bolo
Art Ries 238

Bob Wiley announced the winners of the Alzheimer’s raffle. The three items were: a hand-made quilt, a basket of wine and a night for two at Campbell’s Lodge.
Secretary Vic entertained a motion from the floor for a Courtesy Resolution to recognize those who have made the convention so successful. Quentin Gates moved; it was seconded. Dale directed Vic to prepare thank you letters.
Deacon Al Rizzo delivered the benediction. Al reminded us to remember the good things that have come our way this year AND to remember God, our source. 

15:04 Business session adjourned.

18:00 DINNER BANQUET

Jim Pritchard (Chapter 856) won recognition for being a NARFE member the longest – 30 years!

National President Margaret addressed our group once again thanking Federation President Dale for inviting her to Washington’s 50th Anniversary Convention. She said that she enjoyed her time here immensely. She especially liked sharing stories around the tables – and is involved with NARFE because of HEART, not profession. Margaret said that our NARFE organization will be 90 years old in 2011 – so we HAVE done something right! Dale presented a card (signed by our delegates) to Margaret thanking her for her time here with us! (Thanks Margaret!)

Region IX Vice President Lanny Ross finished the evening with installation of the new officers. (If you are reading this now, you are a part of the support for our new leaders – what action will you take to help them lead us into the future?! –Vic)

Minutes submitted by Federation Secretary, Vic Rohret (7/1/05 thru 7/1/09)
(Convention Minutes approved at next Executive Board meeting and sent to:

Executive Board, Chapter Presidents, Chapter Secretaries)

NARFE

Proposed Convention Resolution

(Please follow instructions on reverse side of this form)










Date: 2/11/2009

1.  Subject: Federal Pensions and the term/category “entitlement”

2.  Adopted by Chapter:

     Chapter Number: 236
Chapter Name: Olympia-Timberland
       State: WA

3.  Federation Action:     ____ Adopted     ____ Adopted as Amended    ____ Rejected

     Date of Meeting:

4.  WHEREAS:  (Provide the reason that the Convention should take the proposed action.  Limit to no more than three paragraphs).

NARFE should resist any attempt by the Congress or Administration to apply the term/category “entitlement” to our Federal retirement accounts.  “Entitlement” implies some form of welfare as opposed to an “earned benefit”.  Under CSRS the Federal pension is part of our “contract” between the employer and employee.  Under FERS the pension, social security and the annuity/lump sum payment are the elements of the “contract”. They are a portion of our salary, deferred to support us and our families in our old age.

5.  BE IT RESOLVED:  (Proposed action Convention should take).
NARFE will fight all attempts to label our earned benefits as “entitlements” and these imply that they are some form of welfare that should be subject to the whims of budget cutters.

6.  Estimated Annual Cost:  (Necessary for informed decisions).

 -$0-

NARFE F-3A (WSFC F-3A January 2009)
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