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Hon. Patty Murray
United States Senate

915 2nd Avenue

Seattle, Washington 98174
Dear Senator Murray:
I am a member of the National Active and Retired Federal Employees Association, and one of the 122,800 active and retired federal employees and survivors living in Washington State.  
As the November 23 deadline approaches for the Joint Select Committee on Deficit Reduction to propose its plan for $1.5 trillion in deficit reduction, we urge you to keep in mind the importance of shared sacrifice as a nation and not to single out those who have dedicated their lives to serving our country. 

Every day, federal workers all over Washington go to work on behalf of America.  We save lives at VA hospitals, we keep food and drugs safe for our families and children, and we make sure seniors receive the Social Security benefits they have worked and saved for most of their lives.

Federal workers and annuitants did not cause our budget crisis. Active federal employees have already accepted a two-year pay freeze to help solve it. But now, according to numerous reports, federal employee pay, health benefits and COLAs are at risk of being cut.  Through current proposals, health insurance premium contributions could also shift from 30% to 43% (an increase of $2,850) by 2020. For retirees on a fixed income, this is simply not feasible. 

Additionally, federal workers are at risk for being forced to pay an extra 5.5% of their paycheck into their retirement, though workers in the private sector who have defined benefit retirements are not required by employers to contribute toward that retirement. This unfair mandate would essentially create a new tax on America’s middle class. 

I urge you to ensure that federal workers, retirees, and survivors who devoted their careers in service to this nation are not unfairly singled out as efforts to cut the federal budget continue.

Sincerely, 

Address: 
P.S.
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