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President’s message:

Vote for

Happy New Year!!....Did you make a reso-
lution? More importantly do you intend to
keep it! As we begin a new year in NARFE,
it will be even more important that we re-
solve to: 1) keep NARFE issues before Con-
gress as we head into national elections this
fall; 2) become more active and involved in
our local chapter which gives our effort more
clout; and 3) recruit at least one new mem-
ber to NARFE so we have the number of
members that make a difference to Con-
gress. Sounds like a lot, but that is what we
are all about, isn’t it?

The board will be making some major deci-
sions and plans for the upcoming year, so
your input is very important to us. Please
don’t hesitate to contact any board member
and tell us your ideas, and thoughts on what
it would take to make this a strong and vi-
brant chapter.

Due to schedule conflicts, we are moving
the board meeting from Jan 4, as stated in
the last newsletter, to Jan 11 at 1:00 p.m. at
my home. If you are interested in attending
or participating, please contact me for direc-
tions to the meeting.

Sorry so many of you weren’t able to make
our last meeting with our speaker from
Elderhostel. She presented some wonderful
options for travel and left lots of good
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pamphlets and information. Realizing that
although it was the holiday season and
the weather was lousy, we can’t continue
to have only 12 members show up for
meetings.

Our next meeting will be on Jan 15 at the
Forest Service Headquarters and the pro-
gram will be on a subject that may not be
something any of us wants to think about
but necessary in our life planning. Tim
Stelling, Inter-Securities, Inc. Financial
Professional, will be speaking to us on fi-
nancial planning and preparation for funer-
als. Many of you have already had to deal
with this issue and all of us will have to
sooner or later, so let’s be prepared.

The campaign season officially started
this month and in February there will be
local primaries and caucuses. Regardless
of your political affiliation, these events are
a very important step in the election proc-
ess. Become an involved and informed
voter.

Remember, we must continually lobby
and convince members of Congress and
the new administration not to diminish our
benefits that we earned through years of
service to this country.

Sandy Cagle
President
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Congress and the White House kick the ball downfield

Amid a "going out of business” frenzy the Congress cleared, and the President signed, a
fourth Continuing Resolution to extend spending authority through December 31%. Eager
to leave the Capitol for holidays at home, the first session of the 110" Congress wrapped
up its session and prepared for a conditional adjournment.

A massive omnibus appropriations bill, attached to the foreign operations appropriation
moved back and forth between the House and Senate before going to the White House
for signature. The omnibus contains the eleven unfinished annual appropriations and
complies with President Bush’s overall ceiling for discretionary spending, $932.8 billion.

Furthermore, first the Senate, then the House voted to add Iraq war spending without the
provisions opposed by the Administration. The omnibus contains pay parity for the civil
service who will eventually see a raise of 3.5 percent that was approved earlier for the

military services.

(Continued on page 2)
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Membership Notes Legislation
We would like to welcome Bar- .
. (Continued from page 1)
bara Lister, Shelton, who trans- Congress also cleared legislation, S. 2499, to temporarily increase Medicare
ferred in from another chaptc_ar, and reimbursements to doctors by 0.5 percent. But for this six month patch, reim-
CL{rrent federal emP'Oyees Michael bursements would be reduced 10 percent beginning in the new year under
Riordan and Valerie Kvool, both of Medicare cost containment formulas. S. 2499 also extends SCHIP funding

Olympia who signed up through a

) ' X for 15 months.
national new member incentive pro-

Another legislative patch also was cleared for the President. This one, H.R.

gram. . 3996, suspends the Alternative Minimum Tax (AMT) for one year. Without
Congratulations to Helen Krone any action, the AMT could have hiked the 2007 taxes of some 23 million tax-
of Laqey, Jean Skowropskl and payers. Butin passing the suspension, Congress defied its own PAY-GO
Dennis Vetter of Olympia, and Lee rules and passed the tax extension without any offsetting revenues.
Walster, Shelton, who renewed The second session of the 110" Congress begins when the House con-

their memberships for one or more
years. Anyone who reinstates an
expired membership before April
30, 2008, will receive a $10 rebate

venes at Noon on Tuesday, January 15, 2008. Premium Conversion, GPO/

WEP Repeal, and all other pending bills will carry over from 2007 into 2008.
President Bush is to deliver his final State of the Union address to a joint

. session of Congress on Monday, January 28. One week later, February 4,

i the_ NAF:FCE Washlngtcsm gtate the final Bush Administration budget (for fiscal year 2009) must, by law, be

Federation of Chapters (WSFC). presented to the second session of the 110" Congress. The President’s

Farewell to Sandi Boughton, who tis his plan for t ina levels for the fiscal that begqi
recently moved to Woodbridge, VA, g%?gserla |250%§n or tax and spending levels for the fiscal year that begins

and Lester Sanders, who moved

to Austin, TX.
Unfortunately, we also note the Take part in the Political Process in 2008
passing of Harold G. Cook and We often talk about the importance of supporting those legislators and offi-
James J. Davis of Olympia, as well cials who support the NARFE position on issues. A key time for doing that is
as Ethel-Faye Sprouffske or Rain- coming up shortly. If you are not registered to vote, please do it now.
ier. Our condolences to their family If you think of yourself as a Democrat, then please plan to take part in the
and friends. Democratic Precinct Caucus on Saturday, February 9, 1 to 3 p.m., in your
We encourage each of you to en- area. Precinct caucuses are the only opportunity Democrats have to elect-
roll in dues withholding, if you are delegates and alternates to subsequent conventions, culminating in the na-
not already enrolled. OPM will hold tional convention where the party will select it's presidential candidate. Infor
less than $3 per month, plus WSFC on caucus locations will be out soon. There will also be a Presidential Pref-
will provide a $10 rebate to every- erence Primary on February 19. While state Republicans will use it to select
one who signs up for it before April their candidate, it will be non-binding on Democrats, who will use the caucus

30, 2008. system. Whichever approach you choose, take part to make a difference.



