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FEDERATION OFFICERS
FEDERATION COMMITTEE CHAIRS

President Dale Brighton
Nominating Comm. Chair Ray Weinmann
Vice President Sandy Cagle
Finance Officer Michael Ferri

Immediate Past President Dwight Pace
WSFC NARFE NET Coordinator Jo Rice
Secretary Vic Rohret
Health Fair Coordinator Natalie Leath
Treasurer Rex Tauscher
Legislative Chair – National Steve Anderson
District I Vice President Art Hathaway
Legislative Chair – State / SHIBA Al Driemeier
District II Vice President Richard Wilson
Membership Chair John Cornette
District III Vice President Autie Bergman
Pre-Retirement Seminar Coordinator Michael Ferri
District IV Vice President William Powers
Public Relations Chair & WebMaster Sam Cagle
District V Vice President Carl Gallion
Service Officer Gene Owen
Editor Dave Seesholtz
WSFC Alzheimer’s Coordinator June Christie
Region IX Vice President Lanny Ross
NARFE PAC Chair Paul Shell

Convention Chairs Anna B Good & Theresa Sannar

TUESDAY, MAY 20, 2008
07:30 NARFE PRESIDENTS’ BREAKFAST
Natalie Leath and her sister-in-law were given honorable mention for their help in promoting NARFE retirement seminars in Seattle Area Agencies.
Quentin Gates made the suggestion to develop a new member orientation video. Dale responded that there is a new program called “Retention Attention” that will address this subject.

Discussion followed on newsletters, out-of-state members, the name “PAC”, student scholarships, more.
Lanny mentioned that there will be a new “Q & A Booklet” published soon. This is taken from the Q&A section of the NARFE Magazine.

Lanny Ross’ talking points:
Membership: On 4/30/08 NARFE had 333,127 members nationwide; down 117,261 since 1995. There are 1464 chapters nationwide. NARFE has approximately 24,000 active Federal employees (AFEs) as members or 28%.
Legislation: GPO/WEP repeal bills supported by NARFE are: S-206 with 37 Senators co-sponsoring and HR-82 with 343 congressional co-sponsors. Premium Conversion bills supported by NARFE are: S-773 with 62 Senators co-sponsoring and HR-1110 with 330 congressional co-sponsors.  Other GPO/WEP reform bills supported by NARFE are: S-1254 and HR-1254.

Scholarship Awards Program: James T Finlayson (Oregon) is the new Region IX Coordinator.
Pre-Retirement Program: Michael Ferri (Everett 193) has replaced Lois and Dwight Pace as the new Region IX Coordinator.
NARFE-PAC: In the 5th quarter of this 8-quarter cycle, 11,862 members have contributed $306,218. 660 members in Region IX contributed $19,895; 333 members in Washington contributed $10,771.
Lanny also had many of the new NARFE forms and publications available,
08:45 CONVENTION CALLED TO ORDER

The 49th Annual Convention was called to order by Washington State Federation of Chapters (WSFC) President Dale Brighton.  The invocation was given by Rear Admiral Chaplain Dale Krieger.  Presentation of colors was by the Walla Walla High School ROTC. National Anthem was led by Rich Young.
09:20 Terri Sannar, Convention Co-chair, led us in the pledge of allegiance and Allan Aplass, Convention Co-chair, welcomed us.  Walla Walla Mayor Dan Johnson welcomed us to the area.  Cowboy Poet (and WSFC Vice President) Clark Crouch replied to the Mayor with a cowboy poem lauding Walla Walla.
09:00 Judy Park, NARFE National Legislative Director, delivered our keynote speech.  (Judy opened saying that one of her first chapter conventions was in Washington State and she was happy that she was here with us again on her FINAL convention before she retires in June.)
Although prices are going up nationwide and times are getting harder, we, as Americans, are very privileged with what we DO have. She went on to give some statistics about Americans ranking in the world according to wealth and standing. Judy also said that only 30% of retirees in the US have a defined benefits program (that is, a guaranteed monthly payment for the rest of your life.) Only 16% of current workers have such a retirement program that they can count on. The new trend with companies is to encourage employees to use 401.k plans. Health benefit programs are also providing fewer & fewer benefits as premiums go up each year. Much of the reasons for these changes are due to the “global economy” that American companies are now competing in. As American companies compete in lower cost foreign markets, they find the need to cut costs… and employee benefits are their most costly factor and the easiest to cut!  This is causing a “pension tension” or “pension envy” toward government workers from employees (voters) in the private sector. This is creating pressure on our legislators from the majority of the voting public to NOT improve pension benefits… or even to lessen them! And this may be directly related to our annual COLA!
NARFE membership grew several years ago when retirement benefits came under attack.  For 15 years now our retirement benefits have remained stable and untouched… but that can change at any time. As far as new benefits… since this is an election year, nothing is going to happen this year. 

BREAK
1023 George Aplass read the 1st Credentials Report: 23 Chapters, 94 Delegates, 29 Delegates-At-Large, 15 Chapter Presidents, 10 WSFC Exec. Comm., 2 Past Pres. & V.P.s, 3 Past Secs. & Treas., 1 Alternate, 1 National Officer, 4 Non-Delegates and 16 Visitors & Guests for 145 Total.
1025 Parliamentarian Estelle Bellefeuille reported on Robert’s Rules on proper procedure on how to raise a question on convention procedure.

1029 Joyce Kaaland read the Rules of the Convention. It was moved and seconded to accept the rules and passed unanimously. Thanks to the committee, Lois Shaw & Sig Preston..
1039 Dale asked if there were any motions to adopt acceptance of the program. Carl Gallion moved and , Mike Ferri seconded; Passed unanimously.
10:40 Vic Rohret gave the Roll Call:

0032 President Art Hathaway

0043 Vice Pres Paul Robisch

0131 President Bonnie Seesholtz

0163 President John Thurber

0181 President George Eads

0193 President Linda Cline

0196 President Quentin Gates

0236 President Sandra Cagle

0237 President Theresa Sannar

0238 President Montie Wofford
0239 Co-President Tom Brighton

0856 President Francis Jensen
0881 Proxy Bill Powers

0888 President Arthur Haywood
1006 President Albert Burge

1070 Designate Tina Hodges

1192 President Nancy Crosby

1247 Elizabeth Parazoo

1404 Designate Ron Krueger

1701 Vice Pres Anna Mae Hanson
1801 Proxy Rich Wilson

1866 President Natalie Leath

1966 Designate Evelyn Wellington

All 23 chapters were represented by Presidents, designates or proxies. All Executive Committee officers were present. Past officers were also introduced.  Dale then introduced the Executive Committee officers.
Theresa Sannar called numbers for several door prizes.
11:02 BREAK until lunch

12:30 Our luncheon speaker was Sam Reed, Washington Secretary of State, spoke about the Washington State voter primary and the voter registration system. You only have to declare a primary when you vote in a PRESIDENTIAL primary. Washington State will probably go all to vote-by-mail within a couple of years. Yakima, Franklin, Adams Counties must be bi-lingual in Spanish & English; King County is bi-lingual in English & Mandarin Chinese. A 17-year old can vote if they are 18 on Election Day.  

14:43 Marilyn Sexton presented “NARFE in the Future”. She spoke about the need for NARFE to change to meet the needs and attitudes of the new generation(s) of federal workers.

15:01 Ray Weinmann thanked and introduced the nominating committee: Dave Seesholtz, Steve Anderson, Art Hathaway, Bill Powers with alternates Sandy Cagle and Ed Saftich. Nominations were:

President – Dale Brighton


Vice President – Sandra Cagle and Rich Wilson


Secretary – Vic Rohret


Treasurer Rex Tauscher

Clark Crouch moderated this section and asked the body to approve the nominating committee report as stated. This was passed unanimously. Clark asked for other nominations for offices and, hearing none, he asked the assembly to approve the people in uncontested positions for election. Approved unanimously.
1508 Sandra Cagle and Rich Wilson, candidates for Federation Vice-President gave their introductions.
1515 Clark Crouch entertained nominations from the floor for the 2009 Nominating Committee
Ray Weinmann, Olympic Pen 1006
Art Hathaway Spokane Chapter 32

Bill Powers Bremerton Chapter 181

Rich Wilson East Lake Chapter 1404
Julia Fryar Yakima Chapter 238

Ina Anderson Yakima Chapter 238

Nancy Crosby Tri-Cities Chapter 1192
Dale directed Secretary Vic to prepare a ballot for both Vice President and Nominating Committee.

1530 Johanna Caylor thanked Linda Cline and Bob Berkley, for help on the audit committee. Her report found the Treasurer’s books in order with just a few minor findings nad recommendations. Clark entertained  motions to accept the audit report. Johanna moved, Joyce Kaaland seconded  and passed unanimously.
15:36 George Eads gave rundown on the resolutions submitted:

Resolution #1: Adding Sick Leave Time to FERS Retirement Calculations

Carl Gallion spoke in favor of the resolution and gave some background.

Ken Kaul spoke against the resolution.

Carl Gallion gave a clarification.

Paul Robisch spoke against… with reservations.

Montie Wofford spoke for.

Don Binder Point of Clarification

Resolution Passed Unanimously

Resolution #2: A Change to the Method of Calculating Annual Per Capita Taxes

Rex Tauscher spoke briefly on this item and suggested that it be referred back to the By-laws Committee for resubmission as a By-Law Change. Discussion followed on whether this was a correct procedure. Speaking were: Don Binder, John Monteith, Johanna Caylor and finally Al Rizzo moved for Rex to re-write this item and to resubmit to the By-Laws Committee. Carl Gallion seconded. The motion passed with five opposed.

Resolution #3: Rebate to Chapters for First-Year Gift Memberships


The resolution was withdrawn by the submitting chapter (Spokane 32).

16:04 Rex Tauscher gave the Treasurer’s Report which was included in the registration packet.

Rex’s report in brief:

Beginning balance 5/1/08
$40109.71

Receipts: 10% Funds to 4/30/08

 $18,262.61

Receipts: Per Capita  to 4/30/08

 $11,168.42

Receipts: Other + Interest  to 4/30/08

    $1583.85

Disbursements to 4/30/07

-$31,218.17

Ending balance on 4/30/07
$45,461.50

1611 Bob Elmore reported for the Time & Place Committee. North Cascades Chapter 196 and Everett 193 will host the 2010 Convention. Spokane Chapter 32 will host the 2011. Wenatchee Chapter 239 is hosting the 2009 Convention.  These were approved by unanimous vote by the assembly.
1620 Genevieve Boguslawski, Region IX Alzheimer’s Chair, spoke on Alzheimer’s donations and activities.
17:00 Rich Wilson presented “Newsletters, Saving Costs, Saving Work”. Rich discussed techniques on preparation and online submission through the USPS website. 
1721 Adjourned for the day after housekeeping announcements and door prizes.

WEDNESDAY, MAY 21, 2008
08:40 Allan Aplass read the 2nd Registration & Credentials Report: no change from the first report. Approved unanimously!
08:43 Mike Ferri & Rex Tauscher gave an overview of the 2009-09 Budget which was in our packets. Rich moved to pass the Budget as stated; Sandy Cagle seconded and passed unanimously.
0858 The By-Law change was passed out with some discussion following. This will be voted on after lunch.

09:00 Sam Cagle presented: “Finding your way around NARFE Resources on the Internet”. This gave a great trip through our NARFE websites with explanations.
10:15 Terri Sannar handed out more door prizes!
10:24 Bob Berkley gave a great video presentation for the Wenatchee 2009 Convention.
10:30 Robert Cornette presented Membership Awards:

Walla Walla 237 – Greatest Total Gain

Spokane 32 – Greatest Total Gain

Walla Walla 237 – Greatest Percentage Gain

NW Cascades 196 - Greatest Percentage Gain

Kelso-Longview – Best Rate of Retention

Spokane 32 – Best Rate of Retention

Wenatchee 239 – Most Reinstated Members

Spokane 32 – Most Reinstated Members

Walla Walla 237 – Greatest Number of New Members

Spokane 32 – Greatest Number of New Members

Yakima Valley 238 – Dues Withholding and Life Membership

Bremerton 181 – Dues Withholding and Life Membership

Walla Walla 237 – Recruiting Award - Eileen Smith
State Recuriting – Overall Recruiting Award – Lanny Ross

District Top Recruiters:
Linda Cline Dist II Co-Winner Recruiter of the Year & #2 Overall Recruiter

David Kemp Dist II Co-Winner Recruiter of the Year

Paul Shell Dist III Winner Recruiter of the Year
Johanna Caylor Dist V Winner Recruiter of the Year

Kelso-Longview – Membership Percent Increases

Tri-Cities 1192 – Membership Percent Increases

Colville Valley 1147 - Membership Percent Increases

Everett 193 - Membership Percent Increases

NW Cascades 196 - Membership Percent Increases

Walla Walla 237 – Membership Percent Increases
10:43 Dave Seesholtz introduced the other newsletter judges: Lois Pace, Jo Rice, Johanna Caylor and presented the newsletter awards:

Blue Ribbon Awards were: Spokane 32, Vancouver 131, Tacoma 163, Bremerton 181, Everett 193, Olympia-Timberland 236, Wenatchee 239, Port Orchard 888, Olympic Peninsula 1006, Tri-Cities 1192, East Lake WA 1404, Emerald 1801.

Red-Ribbon Awards were: Seattle 43, Yakima 238, Columbia Basin 856, Evergreen 1801, Sno-King 1966.

10:56 Bonnie Seesholtz introduced the other Ballot and Teller Committee members Jean Flechel & John Thurber, and gave the assembly instructions for the voting.
--BREAK until Lunch –
13:19 Dave Seesholtz presented: “Workshop: Newsletter 101”. Here are some tips:

Use short sentences & paragraphs
15 words or less in sentences

2 or 3 sentences per paragraph

Write at the 8th grade level

Use the present tense – ok to use I & we

Avoid repeating/quoting the NARFE Magazine

Accent the positive

Avoid being partisan.

13:50 Break from Dave’s class to Vote on the By-Law Change Proposal BL#1. Rex stated the first change: to add two words, “If Adopted” to section “c”. This addition was briefly discussed. It was passed with two opposed.

Mike Ferri moved to also include interest in the refund to the chapters. Sandy Cagle seconded.

This motion was passed without discussion with two opposed.
The membership also authorized the treasurer to omit Life Members and Honorary Members from the calculation of per capita dues. This By-Laws change was passed unanimously. 
13:58 Return to Dave Seesholtz’ – “Workshop: Newsletter 101”

Design & Layout may include pages in various inches: 8 ½ x 11, 8 ½ x 14, 11 x 17

Software – get to know it
Self-Mailing – not enclosed in envelopes

Fonts – stick to just a few and nothing fancy

Type Size – 10 or 11 for body and 12 for headers

Mixture of Styles

Organizing

White Space, Consistency, Proximity

Administration of the newsletter includes recognition as well as critiques.
14:42 Bonnie Seesholtz gave the Election Results:

Vice-President elected was Sandra Cagle with 151 votes. Rich Wilson received 97.

Nominating Chair elected was Ray Weinmann. Other members were: Art Hathaway, Bill Powers, Rich Wilson and Julia Fryar. Alternates were: Ina Anderson and Nancy Crosby.

Terri Sannar thanked everyone for attending the convention and encouraged everyone to bring their tickets to the banquet for a special dessert treat.

14:46 June Christie announced the winners of the Alzheimer’s prizes.

15:09 Dave Seesholtz made a courtesy motion to recognize those who have made the convention so successful. Mike Ferri seconded and it was passed unanimously.

The Walla Walla ROTC retired the colors and Theresa Sannar gave the closing benediction,

15:15 The Convention was adjourned.
Minutes by Washington State Federation of Chapters Secretary, Vic Rohret
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